
 

  

Dear Friends, 
  
Spring and Summer have been a busy time for the American 
Kennel Club. Live events are returning to pre-pandemic levels. 
This is encouraging news after more than a year of testing our 
resilience. We are very happy that our clubs have the 
opportunity to hold in person events and spirited competitions. 
  
In May, we held our second annual AKC Premier Cup at the 
brand new, state of the art World Equestrian Center in Ocala, 
FL. This event allowed the very best of our athletic canines to 
compete at various jump heights for honors, enjoyment, and 
cash prizes. Over 90 dogs and their handlers participated in this 
year’s championship. Dogs entered competed in 8”, 12”, 16”, 
20”, or 24” jump heights. $10,000 was awarded between the 5 
jump height winners, $500 was given to the Reserve Winner, 
and $1,500 was presented to the Winner from the finals round. 
This thrilling competition aired on ESPN to rave reviews and we 
are so proud of the dogs, exhibitors, and staff for creating a 
wonderful event. 
  
As you may have heard, we are beyond excited to take our AKC 
Meet The Breeds® extravaganza on a national tour! Tickets are 
on sale now available for the first two dates San Diego, CA 
(August 14th-15th) and Dallas, TX (August 21-25th) . 
  
AKC Meet The Breeds is America’s largest in-person dog breed 
educational showcase. From Affenpinschers to Yorkshire 
Terriers and everything in between, the showcase gives pet 
lovers the unique opportunity to meet and play with more than 
100 different dog breeds in booths that depict each breed’s 
country of origin, historical purpose/function, and attributes as 
a family pet, while learning about responsible pet ownership 

and which breeds may be right for them. The event also will 
include demonstrations of scent work, police dog detection, 
Agility, Obedience, Flyball and more.  This initiative is made 
possible through our incredible Parent Club and local club 
participation. Local club sign-ups are still needed for San Diego 
and Dallas. Please contact meetthebreeds@akc.org for more 
information. 
  
And last, but certainly not least, July is a big month for AKC’s 
Rally and Obedience programs. In just a few weeks, more than 
600 dogs will descend on the Robert’s Centre in Wilmington, OH 
for the AKC National Obedience and AKC Rally National 
Championships held July 9-11th. Each event is an intricate 
display of skills and the relationship between the dog and its 
handler. Watch these amazing dogs earn their titles on AKC.tv 
with 2 rings livestreamed for each competition Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday. More details about timing are available on AKC.tv 
  
I look forward to sharing additional happenings at AKC 
throughout the summer.  If you need any assistance, AKC staff 
is always available to assist you, as am I. Feel free to email me 
DBS@akc.org  or call me at 212-696-8327. 
  
Until we meet again…. 
  

 

Dennis Sprung 
President & CEO 
 


